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he alone is to be blamed for that most unhappy war, if
indeed it is possible to condemn a man who is responsible
for his deeds to none but God.
At heart, His Majesty was for an aggressive policy, but
as usual his mind was a house divided against itself. He
kept on changing his policy from day to day. He tried to
deceive both the Viceroy of the Far East and the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the army, but, of course, most of the
time he deceived nobody but himself.
He became involved in the Far Eastern adventure be-
cause of his youth, his natural animosity against Japan,
where an attempt had been made on his life (he never
speaks of that occurrence), and, finally, because of a hidden
craving for a victorious war. I am even inclined to believe
that, had there been no clash with Japan, war would have
flared up on the Indian frontier, or, most probably, in
Turkey, with the Bosphorus as the apple of discord. From
there it would have spread to other regions. After His
Majesty's coronation and his trip to France, Nelidov, then
our ambassador at Constantinople, all but dragged us into
a war with Turkey.
In the latter part of the year 1896, there was a massacre
of Armenians in Constantinople, preceded by a similar
massacre in Asia Minor. In October His Majesty returned
from abroad, and Nelidov, our Ambassador to Turkey,
came to St. Petersburg. His arrival gave rise to rumours
about various measures which were going to be taken
against Turkey. These rumours forced me to submit to
His Majesty a memorandum in which I stated my views on
Turkey and advised against the use of force. On Novem-
ber 21 (December 3) I received a secret memoir drafted
by Nelidov. The Ambassador spoke in vague terms about
the alarming situation in Turkey and suggested that we
should create incidents which would afford us the legal right
and the physical possibility to seize the Upper Bosphorus.